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Official Plan Update
The Town’s current Official Plan was adopted on June 28, 2010 and planned to 
2031.

The Planning Act requires new Official Plans be updated every 10 years.



Work Program | Public Consultation

Phase 1
► Community Visioning Workshop (Oct 2020) 
► Online Survey on the draft vision and guiding principles (Nov 2020)

Phase 2
► Special Meeting of Council to present key findings of the Land Needs Assessment (Mar 

2021)

Phase 3
► Community Workshop to review draft policy direction reports on key themes (Apr 2021)
► Council Presentation (May 2021)

Phase 4
► Statutory Public Open House to review Draft 2 Official Plan (Sep 2021)
► Statutory Public Meeting to review Draft 3 Official Plan (Oct 2021)
► Council Presentation for final Official Plan for adoption (Oct 2021)



Consultation Summary
Fall 2020 Launch project specific webpage
Sept 2020 Interviews with Councillors
Oct 2020 Community Visioning Workshop
Spring 2021 Chat with a Planner

Chat with a Planner on 
the Town’s OP Review

Vision & Guiding Principles
Complete Communities & Balanced Growth
Housing
Community Design
Sustainability & Climate Change
Agriculture & Rural Lands

The Town of East Gwillimbury has just released the Discussion Papers that 
form important context for our Official Plan Review. Discussion Papers have 
been prepared on the following topics:

Official 
Plan 

Review

Please check the project webpage and click on the links to download the 
Discussion Papers.

If you are interested in speaking with a member of the Town’s planning team 
on any of the Discussion Papers or any other topic of interest related to the 
Official Plan review, please email planning@eastgwillimbury.ca to arrange 
for a 30 minute conversation.

Vision & Guiding Principles
Complete Communities & Balanced Growth
Housing
Community Design
Sustainability & Climate Change
Agriculture & Rural Lands

Official 
Plan 

Review



Provincial/Regional Planning Context
Province - The New Official Plan will implement a full array of Provincial legislation, 
including:

> The Planning Act (amended 2020)

> The Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe (2020)

> The Provincial Policy Statement (amended 2020)

Region - The New Official Plan is required to conform with the Region of York 
Official Plan (2010 – Office Consolidation 2019).

The Region is currently undertaking a Municipal Comprehensive Review (MCR) 
that will allocate Provincial Growth Projections to all of the municipalities of the 
Region AND result in a Regional Official Plan Amendment.



Capacity Analysis and Land Needs



Capacity Analysis and Land Needs



Capacity Analysis and Land Needs

The Team has:

1. Reviewed EG’s “whitebelt” lands, and established a basic urban structure and 
land use pattern.

2. Evaluated Region’s previous growth assumptions for East Gwillimbury from 
market perspective:

► What’s happening today in EG and elsewhere in York Region? 
► How is EG likely to evolve in coming decades?
► Are the previous population and employment densities reasonable from a market 

perspective?

3. Estimated population and employment capacity of East Gwillimbury across 
entirety of greenfield and “whitebelt” lands

► Evaluate how this total growth capacity compares to previous growth allocations to 
2041

► Do density findings impact “whitebelt” land need?
► Determine if there is a market argument for opening all of EG’s “whitebelt” lands 

within the 2051 growth horizon



Capacity Analysis and Land Needs

Have concluded that:

> EG plays important role in York Region – services a substantial demand for low-
density residential development while Vaughan/Markham/Richmond Hill 
intensify

> The Region’s previous density and intensification assumptions for EG 
considered appropriate:

► Other low-density communities in YR achieving similar densities
► Affordability will lead to increased demand for smaller single-detached lots and more 

townhouses (e.g. higher densities than current development)
► These densities can be achieved through low-rise built forms – allows EG to continue 

providing valuable family-oriented housing options



Capacity Analysis and Land Needs

Have concluded that:

> Growing into the “whitebelt” to 2051 would benefit both EG and York Region 
from a market perspective

> Planning for the ultimate build-out of EG’s “whitebelt” is appropriate from 
both long-term, comprehensive planning and infrastructure investment 
perspectives

> At Regional density assumptions, capacity of all greenfield and  “whitebelt” 
lands would be 135,000 persons & 55,000 jobs



Region’s Proposed Growth to EG
> The Region just recently released its growth projections to 2051. The

PROPOSED growth forecasts say for EG:

► A population of 105,100 people and 37,400 jobs
► The need for 180 hectares of “whitebelt land for residential growth
► The need for 65 hectares of “whitebelt” lands for employment growth

> This represents about 25% of EG’s available “whitebelt” lands.  Servicing 
capacity is identified as a key issue that limits growth potential



Questions?


